
 

 

August 3, 2005 

Jim Riddle, Chair of NOSB 
c/o Ms. Francine Torres 
USDA-AMS-TMD-NOP 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Room 4008-S, Mail Stop 0268 
Washington, DC  20250-0200 

Dear Jim, 

The Wild Farm Alliance was pleased about the NOSB's unanimous vote made in March 
concerning approval of the draft biodiversity amendments to the Board's model Organic 
System Plan (OSP). Since then, the text has been made more concise and useful with the 
help of NCAT's committee, and now is ready for your final vote. 

A broad-based group including organic farmers, certifiers, inspectors, conservationists, 
and members of the NOSB developed these biodiversity criteria. 

In view of the fact that biodiversity conservation is already required in the National 
Organic Program rule, your approval will provide consistent guidance to farmers, 
inspectors, certifiers and accreditation auditors. This request does not seek to rewrite the 
rule or ask for clarification, rather it provides for biodiversity implementation.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jo Ann Baumgartner 
Wild Farm Alliance 
PO Box 2570 
Watsonville, CA   95077 
831-761-8408 
wildfarms@earthlink.net 
www.wildfarmalliance.org 
 


